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Passage 1

With the possible exception of equal rights, perhaps the most controversial issue across the
United Statestoday is death penalty. Many argue that it is an effective deterrent ( ) murder,
while others maintain there is no convincing evidence that the death penalty reduces the number of
murders.

The principal argument advanced by those opposed to the death penalty, basically isthat it is
cruel and inhuman punishment, that it is the mark of a brutal society, and finally that itsis of
guestionable effectiveness as a deterrent to crime anyway.

In our opinion, the death penalty is a necessary evil. Throughout recorded history there have
aways been those extreme individuals in every society who were capable of terribly violent crimes
such as murder. But some are more extreme than others.

For example, it is one thing to take the life of another in afit of blind rage, but quite another to
coldly plot and carry out the murder of one or more peoplein the style of a butcher. Thus, murder,

like al other crimes, is amatter of relative degree. While it could be argued with some conviction
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w
that the criminal in the first instance should be merely isolated from society, such should not be the
fate of the latter type murder.

The value of the death penalty as a deterrent to crime may be open to debate. But the
overwhelming majority of citizens believe that the death penalty protects them. Their belief is
reinforced by evidence which shows that the death penalty deters murder. For example, from 1954 to
1963, when the death penalty was consistently imposed in California, the murder rate remained
between three and four murders for each 100, 000 population. Since 1964 the death penalty has been
imposed only once, and the murder rate has risen to 10.4 murders for each 100, 000 population. The
sharp climb in the state’ s murder rate, which began when executions stopped, is no coincidence. It is
convincing evidence that the death penalty does deter many murderers. If the bill reestablishing the
death penalty is vetoed ( ) innocent people will be murdered—some whose lives may have been
saved if the death penaty werein effect. Thisisliteraly alife or death matter. The lives of

thousands of innocent people must be protected.

1. The principal purpose of the passageisto .
A. speak for the majority B. initiate aveto of death penalty
C. criticize the government D. argue for the value of the death penalty
2. The passage attempts to establish arelationship between
A. the murder rate and the imposition of the death penalty
B. the effects of execution and the effects of isolation
C. theimportance of equal rights and that of the death penalty
D. executions and murders
3. The author’ s response to those who urge the death penalty for all degrees of murder would most

likely be .
A. negative B. friendly C. supportive D. hostile
4. In the passage the author is primarily concerned with
A. analyzing a problem objectively B. settling adispute
C. supporting a position D. describing an event

5. It can be inferred that the author thinks that
A. thedeath pendty isthe most controversia issue in the United States today
B. the second type murders (in Paragraph 4) should be sentenced to death
C. theveto of the bill reestablishing the death penalty is of little importance
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D. thevaue of the death penalty as a deterrent to crime is not to be debated
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Passage 2

Inthe USA, 85% of the population over the age of 21 approve of the death penalty. In the
many states which still have the death penalty, some use the electrical chair, which can take up to 20
minutes to kill, while others use gas or lethal injection.

Thefirst of these was the case of Ruth Ellis who was hanged for shooting her lover in what
was generally regarded as a crime of passion. The second was hanged for murders which, it was later
proved, had been committed by someone else.

The pro-hanging lobby uses four main arguments to support its call for the reintroduction of
capital punishment. First, there is the deterrence theory, which argues that the potential murderers
would think twice before committing the act if they knew that they might die if they were caught.
The armed bank robber might, go back to being unarmed.

The other two arguments are more suspect. The idea of retribution demands that criminals
should get what they deserve: if a murderer intentionally set out to commit a crime, he should accept
the consequences. Retribution, which is just another word for revenge, is supported by the religious
doctrine of an eye for an eye and atooth for a tooth.

The arguments against the death penalty are largely humanitarian. But there are aso
statistical reasons for opposing it: the deterrence figure do not add up. In Britain, 1903 was the
record for executions and yet in 1904 the number of murders actually rose. There was a similar
occurrence in 1946 and 1947. If the deterrence theory were correct, the rate should have fallen.

The other reasons to oppose the death penalty are largely a mater of individual conscience
and belief. Oneisthat murder is murder and the state has no more right to take alife than the

individual. The other is Christianity advises forgiveness, not revenge.

1. The passage is mainly about
A. theargument in favor of the death penalty
B. theargument against the death penalty
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C. theargument about the reintroduction of the death penalty
D. theargument about the abolition of the death penalty
2. All of the following death penalty methods are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT
A. the electrical chair B. the lethal injection
C. the poisonous gas D. the shooting
3. According to the first four paragraphs, which of the following statementsis NOT correct?
A. The death penalty may help the potential murders to arouse moral awareness.
B. Ruth Elliswas shot by her lover, which was regarded as a crime of passion.
C. Theintentional murder should eat his own bitter fruit.
D. According to the religious doctrine, punishment should serve asthe injury suffered.
4. In Paragraph 3, “ deterrence” means .
A. proclamation B. protest C. protection D. prevention
5. We can learn from the last paragraph that
A. neither state not the individual has theright to take alife
B. The state hastheright to take alife but the individua does not
C. Thedeath penalty has nothing to do with individual conscience and belief
D. The deterrence figures have added up and the execution rate has fallen.

Part Il Phrases

Approve of Electrical chair
Takeup ... todo Be hanged for
Beregarded as Commit crime

Call for Capita punishment
Think twice Commit the act

Go back to Intend for sb. to do
An eyefor an eye An tooth for atooth
No more... than... More ...than...

Part II1 Living WordsFor Writing
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Passage 3

Sex prejudices are based on and justified by the ideology that biology is destiny. According to
thisideology, basic biological and psychological differences exist between the sexes. These
differences require each sex to play a separate rolein socia life. Women are the weaker sex both
physically and emationally. Thus, they are naturally suited, much more so than men, to the
performance of domestic duties. A woman's place, under normal circumstances, iswithin tile
protective environment of the home. Nature has determined that women play caretaker roles, such as
wife and mother and homemaker. On the other hand, men are best suited to go out into the
competitive world of work and politics, where serious responsibilities must be taken on. Men are to
be the providers, women and children are * dependents.”

Theideology also holds that women who wish to work outside the household should naturally
fill these jobsthat arein line with the specia capabilities of their sex. It is thus appropriate for
women, not men, to be employed as nurses, social workers, elementary school teachers, household
helpers, and clerks and secretaries. These positions are smply an extension of women’s domestic
role. Informal distinctions between “women’s work” and “men’swork” in the labor force, according
to the ideology, are simply afunctional reflection of the basic differences between the sexes.

Finally, the ideology suggests that nature has worked her will in another significant way. For
the human species to survive over time, its members must regularly reproduce. Thus, women must,

whether at home or in the labor force, make the most of their physical appearance.
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So goestheideology. It is, of course, not true that basic biological and psychological
differences between the sexes require each to play sex-defined rolesin social life. Thereisample
evidence that sex roles vary from society to society, and those role differences that to exist are
largely learned.

But to the degree people actually believe that biology is destiny and that nature intended for
men and women to make different contributions to society, sex-defined roles will be seen astotaly

acceptable.

1. Women'’s place, some people think, is within the protective environment of the home because
A. women can provide better care for the children
B. women are too weak to do any agricultural work at all
C. women are biologically suited to domestic jobs
D. women can not compete with menin any field
2. According to the author, sex roles
A. are socially determined
B. are emotionally and physically determined
C. can only be determined by what education people take
D. are biologically and psychologically determined
3. The author points out that the assignments of women's rolesin work
A. are determined by what they are better suited to
B. grow out of their position inside the home
C. reflect abasic difference between men and women
D. are suitable to them, but not to men
4. Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?
A. Thedivision of sex-defined rolesis completely unacceptable.
B. Women'srolesin work aretoo limited at present.
C. In one society, men might perform what is considered women’ s duties by another.
D. Some of the women’ s roles in domestic duties can not be taken over by men.

Part Il Phrases

Sex prejudice Be based on
Bejustified by According to
Require ... to... Play a... rolein ...
Be suited to more than

Under circumstance On the other hand
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Take on responsibility

Be appropriate for .. to

Labor force

Be employed as

Make the most use of

Vary from... to...

To some degree

Make contributions to

Intend for sb. to do sth.

Part II1 Living Words For Writing

Part IV Structureand Grammar

Passage 4

In our culture, the sources of what we call a sense of “mastery” —feeling important and
worthwhile—and the sources of what we call a sense of “pleasure’—finding life enjoyable—are not
awaysidentical. Women often aretold “You can't haveit al.” Sometimes what the speaker really is
saying is: “You have awonderful husband and children—what’ s all this about wanting a career?"

But women need to understand and devel op both aspects of well-being, if they areto feel good about

themselves.

Our study shows that, for women, well-being has two dimensions. One is mastery, which

includes self-esteem, a sense of control over your life, and low levels of anxiety and depression.
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Mastery is closely related to the “doing” side of life, to work and activity. Pleasure is the other
dimension, and it is composed of happiness, satisfaction and optimism. It istied more closely to the
"feeling” side of life. The two are independent of each other. A woman could be high in mastery and
low in pleasure, and vice versa. For example, awoman who has a good job, but whose mother has
just died, might be feeling very good about herself and in control of her work life, but the pleasure
side could be damaged for atime.

The concepts of mastery and pleasure can help usidentify the sources of well-being for women,
and remedy past mistakes. In the past, women were encouraged to ook only at the feeling side of
life as the source of all well-being. But we know that both mastery and pleasure are critical. And
mastery seems to be achieved largely through work. In our study, all the groups of employed women
rated significantly higher in mastery than did women who were not employed.

A woman’s well-being is enhanced when she takes on multiple roles. At least by middle
adulthood, the women who were involved in a combination of roles—marriages, motherhood, and

employment—were the highest in well-being, despite warnings about stress and strain.

1. It can be inferred from the first paragraph that
A. for women, a sense of “mastery” is more important than a sense of “pleasure”
B. for women, a sense of “pleasure”’ is more important than a sense of “ mastery”
C. women can’t have a sense of “mastery” and a sense of “pleasure” at the same time
D. asense of “mastery” and a sense of “pleasure’ are both indispensable to women
2. The author’ s attitude towards women having a career is
A. critical B. positive C. neutra D. redlistic
3. One can conclude from the passage that if awoman takes on several socia roles,.
A. it will be easier for her to overcome stress and strain
B. she will be more successful in her career
C. her chances of getting promoted will be greater
D. her life will be richer and more meaningful
4. Which of the following can be identified as a source of “pleasure” for women?

A. Family life B. Regular employment

C. Multiple rolesin society D. Freedom from anxiety
5. The most appropriate title for the passage would be

A. The Well-being of Career women B. Sources of Mastery and Pleasure
Www.xycentre.com

13



C. Two Aspects of Women's Well-being

D. Multiple Roles of Women in Society

Part Il Phrases

A sense of What' s about doing
Berelated to Be composed of
Betied to Be independent of
Viceversa For atime

Remedy the past mistakes Warning about
Part II1 Living WordsFor Writing
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